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Eastern windows-  Salisbury oval pattern 

Western windows – Lincoln pattern 

The Original Cathedral Windows 
The windows originally fitted to the present St John’s Cathedral building (opened 1855) were of ‘pressed 
quarry glass’, a window-making technique dating from the Middle Ages. 

The word ‘quarry’ comes from the Old French word quarré meaning a tile or pane of glass. The pattern on the 
glass is ‘pressed’ while the glass is molten and has been poured into a mould. The stippled effect on the 
impressed side is from the contact between the glass and the cold metal of the mould. The resulting tile of 
glass is of irregular thickness which adds depth of texture to the light passing through the glass. The process 
is a production-line type of procedure which, in 1855, cost approximately 10 shillings per foot compared with 
£5 per foot for stained or painted glass. Nevertheless there are individual touches on each window and each 
window is hand finished with paint touches (in the indentations from pressing) and some additional effects 
using red and yellow pot glass (where the dye is added to the molten glass in the pot). 

The majority of the original windows have been 
replaced over the years with memorial stained 
glass windows, however, the following original 
windows can still be seen: 

·  The windows at the eastern end over the Lord’s 
Table in the Sanctuary are based on the 
English medieval pattern ‘Salisbury Oval’. 

·  The windows at the western end over the 
gallery are based on the English medieval 
pattern ‘Lincoln’ 

·  The windows on the north and south walls of 
the Chancel are based on the English medieval 
theme ‘Westwell (Kent)’. There are a variety of 
symbols pressed into the individual tiles, 

notably the Fleur-de-lis and the Chi-Rho. 

·  The clerestory windows (high up on the north 
and south walls) are examples of pressed 
quarry glass with borders of pot glass. These, 
too, have a variety of symbols pressed into the 
individual tiles. 

These windows are mostly still in original condition. 
Some panels have been repaired by re-leading or 
adding additional lead or painted glass pieces, or 
using some of the pressed quarry spares that were 
sent out with the original consignment. 

The windows were manufactured by Powells of 
Whitefriars of London. In response to a requisition 
sent in 1856. It is possible that the decision to use 
pressed quarry glass as a cheaper option than 
painting was influenced by Josiah Watson who was 
known as the 'bishop maker'. 

Thomas Mort's brother in England shipped the windows in June 1856. The invoice lists the number of 
windows, as well as the additional supplies of glass, lead and screws. 
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 Chancel windows Clerestory windows 
 Westwell (Kent) pattern 

     

NOTE: 

The term clerestory (pronounced “clear storey”) refers to the walls of the upper level of a the nave of a church 
which rise above the roof of the lower aisles. These walls are usually pierced by windows which give light to 
the inner space of the building. 


