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The Royal Gates 
Early in 1917 the erection of a memorial to commemorate the men and women who had volunteered to serve 
in World War I was discussed. At first it was intended to erect it in the Church but later it was decided to place 
the memorial in the form of gates at the Church Street entrance to St John’s grounds. It was estimated that the 
work would cost about £400 and by July 1917, more than half that amount had been subscribed. 

 

The foundation stone of the memorial gates was laid on September 15, 1917, by His Excellency, the 
Lieutenant Governor of New South Wales, Sir William Portus Cullen, K.C.M.G., L.L.D., and addresses were 
given by His Excellency, the Right. Honourable. Joseph Cook, Minister for the Navy (later Prime Minister), and 
by St John’s Rector, Rev S. M. Johnstone, B.A.. 

In November, 1917, it was announced that His Majesty King George V had been pleased to grant permission 
to display in the stonework over the Gateway, his personal insignia, the Royal Arms. 

On March 23, 1918, the gates were formally opened and dedicated. His Excellency, The Right Honourable 
Governor-General, Sir Roland Munro Ferguson P.C, G.C.M.G., K.C.O., unveiled the Roll of Honour on the 
pillars of the gate, and the Rector, Rev S. M. Johnstone dedicated the memorial. 

The Latin inscription on the lintel of the gate is “Pro Tanto Quid Retribuemus” which, loosely translated, means 
“In return for so much, what shall we give back?”. This motto is said to be derived from Psalm 16:12 “How can 
I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me?”. This inscription appears on many Memorials for the Great war 
and is the motto of the City of Belfast. 
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Detail of the plaque on the southern (left-hand) pi llar 

 

Detail of the plaque on the northern (right-hand) p illar 

 

 


