40 YEARS FOR AN 11 DAY JOURNEY: DEUTERONOMY 1-3
Passage Brief:

· Deuteronomy chapters 1-3 give the historical perspective for the rest of Deuteronomy. They tell the story of the Israelites from Mt. Sinai to their present situation on the East of the Land of Canaan. You will find a map on the last page of this study. It shows one reconstruction of the route that the Israelites may have taken out of Egypt to Canaan. The map is clearer on the screen than when printed and you may need to colour the seas blue to make it clearer. Alternatively many Bible’s have a map of the Exodus at the back.
Discussion Questions
1.
Where are the Israelites at the start of Deuteronomy? You will find references to the location in Deuteronomy chapter 1 verses 1 & 5. 
___________________________________________________________________
Find this location on the map.

2. 
How long should it have taken the Israelites to get from Mt. Sinai to Kadesh Barnea according to verse 2?
___________________________________________________________________

Find Mt. Sinai (Horeb in v.2) and Kadesh Barnea on the Map

In v.3 it says that in the 40th year Moses proclaimed to the Israelites what the Lord had commanded. It means that it took them 40 years to get from Mt. Sinai to where they were gathered east of the Jordan River. The rest of chapters 1-3 tell the story of why it took them 40 years to make this journey.
3. 
What did God command the Israelites to do in v.6-8?
___________________________________________________________________
4. 
How far did they get according to v.19?
___________________________________________________________________
5. 
Read v.19-36. What happened to stop the Israelites from entering the land of Canaan?
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

6.
What was the Lord’s response to Israel in v.37-46?
___________________________________________________________________
7.
Deuteronomy passes over most of the wandering of Israel in the desert in one verse – 2:1. What did the Lord command them in Deuteronomy 2:2-3 and what was the significance of this?
___________________________________________________________________

8. 
Find the following on the map:

The route from Ezion Geber through Moab. (read v.8)
The land of Moab (read v.8-9)

The Zered Valley (read v.13)

9.
What had been accomplished by the time they crossed the Zered Valley according to v.14-15?

___________________________________________________________________

10. Find the Arnon Gorge on the map and read v.24. (The Arnon Gorge runs into the East side of the Dead Sea half way up the sea just north of Moab and south of Dibon)
11.
What is the difference between the instructions that God gives the Israelites once they travel north of the Arnon Gorge with God’s instructions prior to that? Compare 2:24-25 with 2:9.
___________________________________________________________________
12.
Read 2:26-3:20. What has begun to happen in these chapters?
___________________________________________________________________
13. Read 3:21-29. What did Moses want from God but couldn’t have?
___________________________________________________________________
14. The Israelites failed to go into the land the first time. Now they were poised on the brink of a second attempt to enter the land. What does Moses command Joshua in 3:22?
___________________________________________________________________

15.
Taken as a whole the story in Deuteronomy 1-3 tells us that faith requires…
___________________________________________________________________

14.
Do you think that the same is true now? Why?
___________________________________________________________________
15.
When have you experienced this?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
16.
What is our fight against? Ephesians 6:12

____________________________________________________________________

Israel's Exodus from Egypt and Entry into Canaan
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1. Rameses Israel was thrust out of Egypt (Ex. 12; Num. 33:5). 

2. Succoth After the Hebrews left this first campsite, the Lord attended them in a cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night (Ex. 13:20-22). 

3. Pi-hahiroth Israel passed through the Red Sea (Ex. 14; Num. 33:8). 

4. Marah The Lord healed the waters of Marah (Ex. 15:23-26). 

5. Elim Israel camped by 12 springs (Ex. 15:27). 

6. Wilderness of Sin The Lord sent manna and quail to feed Israel (Ex. 16). 

7. Rephidim Israel fought with Amalek (Ex. 17:8-16). 

8. Mount Sinai (Mount Horeb or Jebel Musa) The Lord revealed the 10 Commandments (Ex. 19-20). 

9. Sinai Wilderness Israel constructed the tabernacle (Ex. 25-30). 

10. Wilderness Camps Seventy elders were called to help Moses govern the people (Num. 11:16-17). 

11. Ezion-geber Israel passed through the lands of Esau and Ammon in peace (Deut. 2). 

12. Kadesh-barnea Moses sent spies into the promised land; Israel rebelled & failed to enter the land; Kadesh served as the main camp of Israel for many years (Num. 13:1-3, 17-33; 14; 32:8; Deut. 2:14). 

13. Eastern Wilderness Israel avoided conflict with Edom and Moab (Num. 20:14-21; 22-24). 

14. Arnon River Israel destroyed the Canaanites who fought against them (Deut. 2:24-37). 

15. Mount Nebo Moses viewed the promised land (Deut. 34:1-4). Moses delivered his last three sermons (Deut. 1-32). 

16. Plains of Moab The Lord told Israel to take and divide the land  (Num. 33:50-56). 

17. Jordan River Israel crossed the Jordan River on dry ground. Near Gilgal, stones from the bottom of the Jordan River were placed as a monument of Jordan’s waters being divided (Josh. 3-5). 

18. Jericho The children of Israel possessed and destroyed the city (Josh. 6). 
