THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMANDMENT: DEUTERONOMY 6
Passage Brief:

· Deuteronomy chapter 5 includes the 10 commandments which are a series of studies all on their own. However, in Deuteronomy 6 Moses explains the heart of the law, the ‘Shema’ which summarizes the law and gives the fundamental covenant response that God requires.
Discussion Questions
1.
Read Deuteronomy chapter 6:1-6. Verse 3 contains a condition and a promise.
What is the condition?

___________________________________________________________________

What is the promise?

___________________________________________________________________

Verses 4-6 are the heart of Deuteronomy and of the entire Old Covenant. We’ll look at each of these 3 verses in turn.

2.
Read v.4 and the alternate translations (usually at the foot of the page as a footnote in most Bibles). Do they convey any different meanings?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
3. 
What do you think v.4 means? (Consider the nature of worship in the world around Israel. Every nation had their own god or more likely god’s) 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

4. 
How do you think v.4 relates to Genesis 1:1?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

5. 
How does v. 4 relate to John 14:6-13?
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
6.
Do Christians worship one God or three?
___________________________________________________________________
7.  Consider Deuteronomy 6:5 carefully. How do you feel about your response to God when you read this verse?
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

8. 
Read Mark 12:28-34. Why do you think Jesus said that the teacher was close to the Kingdom of God? What had the teacher discerned?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
9.
Read John 14:23 & 15:9. What is the relationship between the love of Jesus and obedience to Jesus?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

10.
Read Deuteronomy 6:6. For the Israelites the heart was not the seat of the emotions. It was the seat of the will. It was the deepest place of a person. It was the place that determines a person’s direction and person. It is close to our idea of mind and will. What do you think is the point of v.6? What would the alternative be?
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

11. Read Deuteronomy 6:2. Who are the commands for?
___________________________________________________________________

12.
How does v.2 relate to the rest of the chapter from v.7 – 25? 

(Note especially v.7, 12 & 20)
___________________________________________________________________
13.
What principle should we learn from these commands concerning the next generation of children?
___________________________________________________________________
14.
Take some time to pray about the things you have learned.

