DEUTERONOMY 10 - Obedience
Quote from a Prominent Atheist:

‘Religion has actually convinced people that there is an invisible man – living in the sky – who watched everything you do, every minute of the day. And the invisible man has a special list of 10 things he does not want you to do. And if you do any of these 10 things, he has a special place, full of fire and smoke and burning and torture and anguish, where he will send you to live and suffer and burn and choke and scream and cry forever and the end of time...but he still loves you.’

From the quote of this Atheist – what are the hints of truth here (eg. that God is all-present)? 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
In this writers opinion, why would someone be obedient to God?

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
In Deuteronomy 9:1 Israel is ‘about to cross the Jordan’ to take possession of the Promised Land. Read Deuteronomy 9:6-8. What word/ phrase best describes Israel here?  AND, how had they made God feel?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Israel had angered God most at Mount Horeb (= Mt. Sinai). 
Read the account in Deut 9:9-19. (Remember  that this is one of Moses’ Speeches to Israel – so the “I” is Moses and the “you” is Israel.) 

Who was angry – Moses or God or both? What verses suggest this anger?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Deut 9:20-29 shows Moses begging God not to destroy Israel. God decides not to destroy Israel. God gives them a second chance by giving them the 10 commandments again. This is a second chance for obedience. How God different here to the portrayal of God that the Atheist communicated in the quote at the top of the page? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Deut 10:13 calls people to obey God ‘for your own good’. Go back to the commandments in Deut 5:6-21. Allocate different commandments to different people. For each commandment think of 1 thing that would be make Israel a better community to live in (if this commandment were obeyed).

In Deut 10:12 printed here, circle all the verbs (doing words). 12 And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,  
What makes it difficult to do the things circled?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Read Deut 10:14-15. The ‘therefore’ in v16 refers back to verse 15. What link is it trying to make? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Obedience is difficult for Christians as it is for Old Testament people of God. Obedience for Christians, like in the Old Testament, is in response to God’s goodness. Particularly in Deuteronomy 10:14-15, Moses is reflecting in the importance of obedience in response to God’s grace in CHOOSING those who were not worthy. Again, it is the same in the New Testament. Read  2 Thess 2:13-17 and identify things that would be good to include in a time of prayer. Ie from the passage  - what can we give thanks to God for; what can we ask God for?
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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